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SUBJECT: MASSERA ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA 
REF: (A) MANAGUA 2884; (B) BUENOS AIRES 4362 

1 . ON EVENING OF JUNE 14, FOLLOWING BANQUET, CHARGE SPOKE BRIEFLY 
WITH ADMIRAL MASSERA REGARDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
ARGENTINA. 

2. MASSERA SAID HE AND MANY ARGENTINES DO NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. HE SAID 

HE AGREES WITH THE OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY BUT THAT CIRCUMSTANCES 
ARE SUCH IN ARGENTINA THAT "THE IDEAL" CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED 
RIGHT NOW. HE SAID THAT BECAUSE OF HIS TRAINING AND EXPOSURE 
TO AMERICA AND AMERICANS HE IS STILL VERY FRIENDLY TOWARDS US, 

BUT SAID IF HE WANTED TO MAKE A DEMOGOGIC ANTI-CARTER OR ANTI- 
AMERICAN CAMPAIGN, HE WOULD BE SUPPORTED BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
ARGENTINES. HE SAID THAT BOB HILL AND JOHN LODGE (FORMER AMBASSADORS 
DURING THE NIXON AND FORD ADMINISTRATIONS) UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION 
VIS-A-VIS TERRORISM IN ARGENTINA, BUT THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION IN 
WASHINGTON HAS NOT BEEN AS UNDERSTANDING. HE THINKS, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE SITUATION BOTH IN ARGENTINA AND IN U.S. -ARGENTINA RE- 
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LATIONS IS IMPROVING. HE SAID HE HAS WORKED MANY YEARS WITH LABOR 
UNIONS AND THAT HE ESTIMATES THAT ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF THE LABOR 
MOVEMENT NOW SUPPORTS HIM (AND THE GOVERNMENT). HE SAID THAT THERE 
ARE MANY MOONTONEROS IN JAIL IN ARGENTINA BUT THAT THEIR NAMES 
CANNOT BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC AT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF FEARS FOR 
THEIR PERSONAL SAFETY; HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THREE MONTONEROS 
WHO HAVE BEEN HELPFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT AND WHO ARE SCHEDULED 
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FOR RELEASE BUT DO NOT WANT THEIR FREEDOM AT THIS TIME FOR FEAR 
THEY WILL BE KILLED. MASSERA SAID HE WAS GLAD THAT MRS. CARTER DID 
NOT INCLUDE ARGENTINA ON HER RECENT TRIP BECAUSE SHE PROBABLY 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY WELL RECEIVED. HE SAID THEY 
HAVE HAD BAD EXPERIENCE IN THE RECENT PAST WITH FIRST LADIES AND 
THEN SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED BOTH ISABEL PERON AND EVA PERON. 

3. BUENOS AIRES PROMPT AND COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST 
FOR BIO-DATA ON MASSERA GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

RUBENSTEIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANAGU02886 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77021 7-0756 
Format: TEL 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770651 /aaaabscx.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: aa01077c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 MANAGUA 2884, 77 BUENOS AIRES 4362 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2130944 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MASSERA ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA 
TAGS: SHUM, NU, US, (MASSERA, EMILIO) 

To: BUENOS AIRES 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/aa01077c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



